DOCKETED

Docket Number: 12-AFC-03
Project Title: Redondo Beach Energy Project
TN #: 200349
Document Title: City of Redondo Beach's Comments on Data Adequacy of AFC
Description: N/A
Filer:  Tiffani Winter
Organization: Jeffer, Manger, Butler & Mitchell, LLP
Submitter Role: Public Agency
Submission Date: 8/27/2013 9:15:22 AM
Docketed Date: 8/27/2013



M* 3M | Jeffer Mangels
J ) Butler & Mitchell LLp

Jon Welner Two Embarcadero Center, 5th Floor

Direct: (415) 984-9656 San Francisco, California 94111-3813

Fax: (800) 538-2541 (415) 398-8080 (415) 398-5584 Fax

jwelner@jmbm.com www.jmbm.com
August 27,2013

VIA E-MAIL

California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Attn: Patricia Kelly, Project Manager
E-mail: patricia.kelly@energy.ca.gov

Re:  Comments on Data Adequacy of Application for Certification ("AFC")
Redondo Beach Energy Project ("RBEP™") (12-AFC-03)

Dear Commissioners:

The City of Redondo Beach ("City") is the local host jurisdiction for the RBEP. On
April 2, 2013, the Redondo Beach City Council adopted Resolution 1304-029 opposing the
RBEP. (See Letter to the Commission from Mayor Steve Aspel, August 26, 2013.)

At its business meeting on August 27, 2013, the Commission is scheduled to consider the
staff recommendation that the Commission find the AFC for the RBEP to be "data adequate.”

The City objects to a finding of "data adequacy' at this time in the strongest terms.

The reason is straightforward: contrary to the information requirements of Appendix B,
the AFC and supplemental materials do not contain a meaningful discussion of reasonable
alternatives to the project, including the "no project alternative."

The City first raised this issue in its letter to the Commission dated December 18, 2013.
AES has done nothing since then to address this issue. Moreover, there have been a number of
developments, described below, which make the "no project alternative" more desirable—and
feasible—than ever.

ANALYSIS

I. APPENDIX B REQUIRES A DISCUSSION OF REASONABLE ALTERNATIVES
TO THE PROJECT INCLUDING THE "NO PROJECT ALTERNATIVE"

In the Staff's Data Adequacy Recommendation ("Staff Recommendation") submitted to
the Commission on August 16, 2013, Staff state in no uncertain terms that in order to be
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by Chelsea Sekthan

aul Moses has lived by the AES
PRedondo Beach power plant for

more than 15 years. He can see
the plant®s emission stacks from his
South Redondo Beach home. He hopes
to one day open his shades, breathe in
fresh air and see the beach instead of
an industrial giant.

Olt is a constant degradation to our
quality of life, 0 Moses said. OMany
people who live in South Redondo or
Hermosa say they live by the beach. |
say | live by the power plant. [tOs an
industrial wasteland. But | see an
opportunity to change that.O

A window of opportunity for change
has recently been opened. New state
regulations requiring the state-wide
decommissioning of Oonce-throughO cen-
tral cooling systems B which utilize
ocean water and thus impact marine life
b has prompted AES to reapply with the
California Energy Commission (CEC) to
repower its Redondo plant with an alter-
native cooling system.

AESO current plan is to downsize the
plant to 12 acres, leaving 38 acres open
to remediate and re-shape the land for
alternative non-industrial uses.

But many residents want more than
a mere downsizing of the plant. Two
grassroots community movements,
Building a Better Redondo (BBR) and
NoPowerPlant seek to remove the
plant entirely. They say the region
doesnOt need a new power plant, espe-
cially in one of the most densely popu-
lated areas in California.

Central to the debate over the fate of
the power plant has been the question
of pollution.

Councilman Bill Brand , who has been
the most vocal opponent of AESOs repw-
ering, says that the argument against a
new plant is quite simple: the state
agency in charge of the power grid has
acknowledged that the AES Redondo
plant may no longer be necessary, he
says, and a new plant would actually
operate more frequently and thus pollute
more than the existing plant.

OThe state agency testified to us that
they do not need a new power plant
for their grid reliability,O Brand said.
OSo the idea that we need the power B
that is solved. And a new plant dra-
matically increases pollution in our
community. Study after study shows
that particulate emissions are a dan-
gerous health hazard to people living
around a large source, which is what
the AES power plant is D a large, sta-
tionary source of particulate emis-
sions, which do harm in particular to
children and the elderly.O

AES officials argue that pollution
issues have been overstated by oppo-
nents of a new power plant, noting
vehicles account for the v ast majority
of particulate emissions .

OThereOs been an operating power

[ POWER PLAY ]

B virtually shut down?0

| |
Dennis Peters, a representative from
California Independent System Operations
(CAISO), which oversees the stateOs power

SECOND IN A SERIES

plant for over a hundred years, and
Redondo Beach currently enjoys some
of the best air quality in Southern
California,0 said AES Southland presi-
dent Eric Pendergraft. OWith a new and
more efficient plant, the community
will continue to enjoy some of the best
air quality in Southern California.O

For Moses, itOs not just about seaside
blight or pollution; itDs about his qual-
ity of life . About 12 times a year he is
woken up in the middle of the night to
the sound of the power plant when it
releases steam.

Olt sounds like a rocket taking off,
and it starts and stops over and over
again, always on a night when | have
to be up early,0 said Moses. OItOs also
the light pollution; itDs the only thing
you see at night.0

Pendergraft said the neighborhoods
near the existing plant have the most to
gain from AESOs plans for a new plant,
which he argues are the most economi-
cally viable way to reduce power gener-
ationOs impact on the community.

Ol can appreciate that folks who liv e
near the plant might not think itOs the
best use of the property,O Pendergraft
said. OHowever, | think when the final
design of the new facility is complete,
people will be very surprised at the
significant impro vement in their vie ws
and even the increase in their proper-
ty values...This lower profile plant and
demolition of the e xisting structure
will significantly enhance ocean vie ws
and beautify the entire area. | think
people will see that when the final
designs are completed.O

Power and pollution

AES is currently drawing up plans
for what the compan y says would be a
cleaner, more efficient power plant.
Those plans are expected tol be sub-
mitted for state approval later this
month, but AES has already begun
marketing its new plant.

In July AES sent out a fact booklet that l
was mailed to a select number of Redondocompare what a potentially new power
Beach residents. It provided renderings of Plant would produce to a power plant that

grid, explained at a recent city council meet-
ing thatE if all four gas-fired plants in the
region that supply the capacity requirement of
10,589 MWh were retired, the region would
be 3,207 MWh short of necessary power.

But Peters also noted that all four plants are
in the process of modernizing. Brand
pounced on the opportunityde asked
Peters if there was the capacity of retir-
ing one Oonce-throughO power plant and
still maintaining grid reliability.

OWe look at that 3,277 MW needed
to be replaced and weOre not specify-

foot stacks would be replaced with three
stacks, each less than 140-feet tall.

On the front cover was a picture of a
smiling 20-something woman riding her
bike near the waterfront. Opposition group
NoPowerPlant, in response to the AES
mailer, created their own fact book with a
picture of a young child riding her bike

down the same trail wearing a gas mask. ing where that needs to be,O said

SAnErﬁe? éeger}gyne drethat\s%% ngPrOIJ;IS:Peters. OWe would agreeEthe best,
'L:I b 1y, 'ttxg tl 26 twfr:h most cost-effective location would be
will be permitted to run 76 percent of the o elicting sites.®

time, but is expected to only run 25 t0 42 "~ o4 4o reiterate,O said Brand. OThere
percent of the time. Their numbers indicate ;¢ capacity to retire some of the once-
that the new plant, although permitted to ; ——

" through cooling capacity.O
produce 1,475,600 MWh of electricity, e s Y
will only produce 770,000 B 1,300,000 A stohy S X e

MVOVh per y;aar.f L d Pendergraft maintains, however, that
pponents of repowering jumped on the stateOs energy needs remain highly

the fact that the new plant would be unpredictable. He pointed to the prob-
licensed to run more frequently. BBR, lems experienced this year in San

extrapolating numbers from another proposed o

. . nofre, where a nuclear power plant
new AES plant in Huntington Beach B plans ¢ ing 1 2 million people \F/)vent of?line
for which were submitted to the state in July Ddue to serious technical difficulties
projects particulate emissions for a new oour  world changes f.ast o)

R(ledondc;) plant to increase fr"omf the 32'got7°r:SPendergraft said. OSan Onofre may or
released on average annually from Omay not be back in service D this is

2011 to between 22 and 27 tons. 2300 MWh we thought would be
OAES is going to put out six to eleven timesth’ere that may not be there. We need
they have over the last five years because the)fo react to our ever-changing world

are going to run a lot more often,O Brand said. : ;
OYes, it will be a lot more efficient. But itOs anglt?hz?;ll(st\r/]vgraet i\/;eaaggirt]rty{ﬂgttg ﬂf{gf
going to run so much more that the_y are going people are missing: what w e are doing
to put out 37 tons of particulate emissions, per;g creating an option to be able to cre-
their own numbers.0 . ate a plant if needed. But if itOs not,
Councilman Matt Kilroy sees a flaw in then you have 50 acres available for
that comparison. Although in the last five other uses. And the state will make
years the plant has run at 5 percent capaci those assessmentsE.Certainly, our
ty, he said the assessment should take MOICicion is for a smaller quieter pbwer
years into account. c plant. But we are only going to build
In the past five yearsk the plant pro- that plant if it is needed .O
duceo_l _approxmately 452’255 MWh of Kilroy also said that because of the €on
electricity, the recent AES project summary c

said. In arAir Quality Management District erms at San Onofre, the CEC will more
(AQMD) facility overview from 1999 B hesitant to shut down power generating sta

2003, the numbers were much higher. In tions. He also said that if the CEC ultimate

= ly decides that the AES plant is needed,
1999 the planfOoutput was 1,331,158 - -
MWh. In 2003, the output was only slight- there are options to offset the pollution the

ly lower at 1,035,691 MWh. plant would produce.
Ol donOt think itOs fair to sit there and

SeeCLEAN AIR on page33

the current plant contrasting to the proposedby everyoneOs admission virtually never ran
12-acre plant, showing a new plant that in the last years,O said Kilroy. OWhy are we
would be virtually undetectable from many comparing it against something that was

angles. It also said that the five current 219-
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He suggested that because the Ci
Council voted to be an intervener in th
relicensing process, they could suggest d
ferent ways for AES to mitigate their loca
pollution impact.

OWe could have them pay to have solar

water heaters installed in peopleOs home
he said. OAnd electric cars are the future,
why not put aside money to pay for an ele
trical charging infrastructureE plus thatOs
boon for them, because they sell electricity,

QDne of my things is regardless of wha

happens and we end up having a powgr

plant, we have to make the best [of the
result and ask what we can do to mitiga
all of its negative impacts.O

Up in the air

For Sheri Patterson, a local Redondo
Beach mom, any pollution, no matter
the amount, it is unacceptable for her
familyOs health.

Ol have two little kids,O said Patterson.
OIOm worried about my kids being at
school and out playing and the impact
that these dangerous pollutants will
have on my childrenOs lungs.O

Edward Avol an Occupational and
Environmental Health specialist at
USC, and a South Bay resident, has
studied the health effects of particu -
late emissions and knows the health
risks for people living near a plant.

ORrticulates in the air lead to
increased deaths and all sorts of differ-
ent health effects annually ,0 said Aol.

According to the Environmental

matter, technically known as PM-10
and PM-2.5, are microscopic solids or
liquid droplets that can be less than 10
tymicrometers and can settle deep into
. lungs and the bloodstream and cause
?_an entire host of health problems.
| They are inhalable and can be found
anywhere dust and debris are found.
a Not only do they cause health prob-
Ems, they can settle on ground or
S, -
ater and can make lakes acidic,
S . -
change the nutrient balance in water,
. deplete nutrients in soil and damage
a -
oforests and farm crops. According to
the AQMD, in Redondo Beach nitro-

ergen oxide and sulfur oxide emissions

—

. are the main type of particulate emit-

ted from the power plantOs boilers.

Beach Cities Health District chief
medical officer Lisa Santora said that
when a person inhales particulates,
the body recognizes it as a foreign
object and responds with inflamma -
tion. OThatOs why particulates are
known to cause the thickening of
arteries and bronchioles .0

Patterson is especially worried about
the effects emissions have on children
and the elderly. OltDs known to stop
lung development,O said Patterson.

Particulates are difficult to track and
are often not harmful until the wind
has blown it further inland, Kilroy,
also a science teacher, said.

Avol said that because of the weath-
er, wind, heat, stack height and other
factors, much of the impacts could
potentially be more outside of
Redondo Beach. He suggested places

e

Protection Agency (EPA), particulate

4 SeeCLEAN AIR on page38

Appointment

PEVELER’S

CUSTOM INTERIORS
A CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

4203 Spencer St., Torrance, CA 90503
(310)214-5049 ¥ww.pevelers.com

Showroom Hours: Monday Thru Friday 10-5
Closed Saturday and Sunday
License #381992

Recommended

BEACH C

William J. Wickwire, M.D.
Certified, American

Board of Dermatology | \Narts, Rashes and Cystg Vein Sclerothera
I Hair Loss & Propedrestylane, Radiesse, Perlane,
Juvederm & Sculpt®tox and Dysport Injections

Q)

BEACH CITIES
DERMATOLOGY

R
EDICAL CENTER

S DERM

Specialists in Skin Cancer Detection

1 Skin CancerMole Removal & Mohs Surgery

1 Reconstructive Facial Surgery and Scar Re
I Acne & Accutane Treatment

I Age Spots & Sun Dambaser Surgery

vision

Py

I MicrodermabrasioBlycolic and Chemical Pé\%%/ M. Ammar, M.

I Ultraviolet B & PUNVRediatric Dermatology Board of Dermatold

rtified, America

Sate-of-the-Art Skin Care With a Personal Touch

www.beachcitiesderm.com

Redondo Beach N 520 N. Prospect Ave., Sue ] J7repos Accepielicgg

Palos Verdes N 827 Deep Valley Drive, SUgg)

Evening & Sat. Ap
Available visA

AT

N

9y

B R

DGE LESSDO

N S

Learn New Tricks

Meet new and interesting people.

You play in a game your very first lesson!

Build an agile mind.

4 FREE LESSONS

www.agilebridgeclub.com

(310) 600-4275

American Contract Bridge League

Starts Mon., Sept 17, 9:30am b 11:30am
At the Hermosa Beach Kiwanis Club
2515 Valley Dr. (in Valley Park)

2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOUR EARLY CHILDHOOD

850 Inglewood Avenue
Redondo Beach, CA 90278

310-370-4966 ¥ WWW.BEACHCITIESCDC.COM

EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

Redondo Beach,

514 N. Prospect Avenue

CA 90277




| 33-40 9/5/12 5:13 PM Page 38

38 EASY READEBbtember 6, 2012

¥ easyreadernews.com

EMBARRASS

by thick, discolored
and brittle toenails™?

CALL TODAY! BRING THIS AD IN FOR A
COMPLIMEARY POST-TREATMENT CARE KIT!

BAY HARBOR

PODIATRY GROUP
21250 Hawthorne Blvd. # 160
Torrance, CA 90503

The LATEST Laser to
receive clearance for
treatment of Toenail Fungus!

Care Credit Financing Available
Interest Free for Six Months

Marc G. Mittleman,ppPm
Providing personalized and cutting-
edge foot healthcare to South Bay
residents for over 25 years.

FAST ¥ SAFE ¥ EFFECTIVE ¥ NO ANESTHESIA OR PR

(310) 540-1213

Watch The Fox News Segment s
www FootCareOne.com

5 33 |

Clean Air

impacted more by the power plant
could be Torrance, Hawthorne and
even potentially Palos Verdes. He also
said that lower stacks could lead to
more direct pollution disbursement in
the surrounding community.

OWhen wind reverses, it can go any
which way,O said Avol. OHot air rises
so if the operating temperature or
stack height changes, that affects how
high the gases go into the air before
they cool off and plume touchdown is
decided. If you put it higher in the air,
it moves further away.O

According to the EPA the health
effects of particulates range from pre-
mature death in people with heart or
lung disease, heart attacks, irregular
heartbeat, aggravated asthma,
decreased lunch function to increased
respiratory symptoms, such as irrita-
tion of the airways, coughing or diffi-
culty breathing. Health costs associat-
ed with adverse air quality in the area
are estimated to be $22 billion.

OThe important part is that there is
data to support the claim that long-
term exposure to particulates does
result in a significant amount of mor-
tality,O said Avol.

He pointed out that power plants
arenOt the only reason the air is tainted.
Cars and other activities add emissions
into the air more than power plants, a
statistic AES frequently points out.

The transportation sector accounted
for 90 percent of in-Basin NOx emissions
in 2008 and over 50 percent of the CO2
emissions, the report said. It also indicat-
ed that electricity production only con -
tributed to 11 percent of CO2 emissions.

According to Santora, although cars
contribute the most mobile particulate
matter, the power plant is the largest
stationary source of pollution in the
community .

OUnfortunately we donOt have any
local data of residents who live near
the power plant,0 Santora said. OThatOs
one of the challenges.O

BBR president Jim Light said that
discussions regarding traffic pollution
miss the point.

OThe arguments about traffic pollu-
tion are a red herring,0 said Light, who
also noted that 6,000 kids attend school
within 1.5 miles of the power plant. Olt
is unreasonable to expect people to sud-
denly stop commuting to work. But
we do have a once in a lifetime oppor-
tunity to rid ourselves of the power
plant and reduce air pollution. We
should fight a new power plant as hard
as we can for the health of our kids and
the children of generations to come.O

But AES maintains that what it seeks
is a compromise that most realistically
gives the community an opportunity
to improve its waterfront.

OWe definitely have a strong prefer-
ence to collaborate with you and the rest
of community to develop a plan for the
site that we can be proud of and is eco-
nomically viable,O said Pendergraft. OThe
solution we are proposing is about more
than a state-of-the-art power plant. ItOs a
solution for the entire site that has the
financial wherewithal to eliminate the
existing structure, remediate the site and
free out what is now 38 acres that can be
utilized for beneficial purposes b all with -
out a single penny of tax payer money.O

But BBR and NoPowerPlant advocates
see any power generation as unaccept-
able for the health of the community.

OlsnOt &londo Beach supposed to be
a Blue Zone and a Vitality City?O Asked
Redondo Resident Kelly Charles at a
council meeting in April. ODo you think
a Vitality City w ould have this monster
in their backyard? It was built in a dif-
ferent time, in a different age . This is
not the time or age for this anymore.0 ER

Next: park potential

9|

Hot Doggers

hours can make a significant difference
in SaemannOs business

Ol think that [the current permitOs
closing time] is too early ,0 Zislis said.
OAs you know heOs kind of the restau-
rant and the kitchen for the hotel
across the street. | really support just a

couple hours more and heOs given up a
lot for those couple hours.O

The council denied SaemannOs
appeal in a 4-1 vote, with Councilman
Richard Montgomery dissenting.

Ovedre not deciding todayOs decision
specifically for Hotdoggers ,0 said
Mayor Wayne Powell. OWeOre deciding
an entittement that runs with the
property, so 1IOm looking at today,
tomorrow and the future.0 ER
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